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ISAIAH i. 4. 


NATION SHALL NOT LIFT UP SWORD AGAINST 
NATION, NEITHER SHALL THEY LEARN 
WAR ANY MORE. 


HE Roman hiſtorians have informed 
us, that the Temple of Janus had been 
ſhut only twice, from the foundation of the 
City to the reign of Auguſtus Cæſar. For 
above ſeven hundred years, that ambitious peo- 
ple had been employed, almoſt without inter- 
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miſſion, in eſtabliſhing their empire by the 
deſtruction of the human ſpecies. They al- 
ways had a reaſon, or found out a pretence 
for war, 'The Annals of all other States, in 
every quarter of the Globe, though they are 
not ſo deeply ſtained with blood as thoſe of 


Rome, are ſullied with ſanguinary pictures of 


deſolation and carnage, of nation lifting up 
ſword againſt nation, and mutually exerciſing 
every horrid art, in order to accompliſh each 
others ſubjugation or extinction, 


Jo a ſpeculative mind warmed by a general 
philanthropy, humanized by philoſophy, or 
enlightened by Chriſtianity, there can be but 
few juſtifiable occaſions for commencing of- 
fenſive war. The acquiſition of food for the 
ſupport of life, 15 one of the chief. But to 
this primary cauſe, (which the plenty God has 
poured upon the earth ſeldom ſuffers to take 


place, ) the fad paſſions of mankind have added 
a thouſand others. Revenge for fancied in- 


juries has, at times, in every country reared 
its relentleſs ſtandard; avarice has lain its 
millions; a luſt of domination has deluged 


every region of the globe with human blood; 


every mean, debating propenfity of our na- | 


ture, has become the occaſion of exciting or 


extending the calamities of war, 


This 
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This ferocity ſo peculiar and ſo diſgraceful 
to our kind, might be ſubdued by the power 
of natural reaſon. Were all men diſpaſſionate 
and juſt, as reaſon tells them they ought to 
be, there would be an end of contention by 
force: the ſtate of Nature is a ſtate of Peace. 
But the hiſtory of the world does not autho- 
rize us to expect ſuch a deſirable event from 
the prevalence of reaſon alone. We think it 
may be expected, from the univerſal prevalence 
of genuine Chriſtianity; the Meſſiah 7 cut 
&f the chariot from Ephraim, and the horſe from 
Feruſalem, and ſpeak peace unto the heathen, 


That the general tendency of the Goſpel is 
to extinguiſh the ſpirit of contention need not 
be proved; its ancient adverſaries were ſo ſen- 


ſible of this, that they turned, what ſhould 


have been its commendation, into a matter of 
reproach, and reprobated it, becauſe it gave 


many precepts to avoid the commiſſion of in- 


juries, and injunctions to forgive them, but 
none to avenge them. Beſides this general 
' tendency of the Goſpel to ſoften the hearts of 
mankind, to compoſe differences, and to ſtop 
the effuſion of blood, there are ſome expreſs 
prophecies which have a probable relation to 
that event. That contained in the beginning 


of the ſecond chapter of Iſaiah, may juſtly be 
eſteemed of this ſort. — Ir ſhall come to paſs in 
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the laſt d. ays, that the mountain of the Lords houſe 
ſhall be 22 in the top of the mountains, and 
Shall be exalted above the hills; and all nations 
ſhall flow unto it. And many people ſhall go and 
ſay, Come ye, and let us go up to the mountain of 
the Lord, to the houſe of the God of Jacob; and he 
will teach us of his ways, and we will walk in his 
paths: for out of Zion ſhall go forth the Law, and 
the word of the Lord from Feruſalem. And he ſhall 
judge amongſt the nations, and fhall rebuke many 
People : and they ſhall beat their fwords into plough 
ſhares, and their ſpears into pruning hooks : nation 
ſhall not lift up fword againſt nation, neither ſhall 
they learn war any more. — It is generally agreed 
amongſt Chriſtian Writers, that, by the laſt 
days here ſpoken of, we are to underſtand the 
whole period of time, from the firſt promul- 
gation of the Goſpel to the final coming of 
Chriſt to judge the world. The ancient Jews 
themſelves interpreted this prophecy of the 
times of the Meſſiah; and they object to us, 
that the Meſſiah cannot yet be come, becauſe 


war hath not yet ceaſed in the world. Some, 


in reply, have contended, that this prophecy 
was fulfilled, when peace was eſtabliſhed 
throughout the Roman Empire about the 


time when Chriſt was born. But that peace 


was ſoon broken, men had not time to beat 
their ſwords into plough ſhares, before they 
were again plunged in war; nor was it eſta- 


bliſhed 
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bliſned in conſequence of the promulgation of 
the Goſpel, of the word of the Lord which 
went forth from Jeruſalem, but by the word 
of the Emperor which went forth from Rome. 
Others are of opinion, that the prophecy only 
reſpects the mild Spirit of Chriſtianity; and 
this interpretation is ſo reaſonable, that it 
may poſſibly be the true one; to me however 
it ſeems probable, that this prophecy will be 
literally accompliſhed at ſome future period, 
when all nations ſhall flow unto the moun- 
tain of the Lord, and be willing to walk in 
his paths; that is, when Chriſtianity ſhall be 
univerſally received, rightly underſtood, and 
conſcientiouſly practiſed. . 


Were all the nations of the Earth convert- 
ed to the Chriſtian religion, and the indivi- 
duals of thoſe nations not nominal merely but 
real Chriſtians, it would be utterly impoſſible 
for a ſtate of war ever to have a beginning 
amongſt them. But unhappily for mankind, 
neither of theſe events is likely ſoon to take 
place. Chriſtianity hath of old indeed fixed 
its root in the world, but it hath not yet 
ſtretched out its branches over half the Globe, 
nor hath it any where produced its genuine 
fruits. It hath amended the lives and elevated 
the hopes of a few individuals, but has it fully, 
and virtually pervaded the hearts and councils 
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of Princes, from whence are the Iſſues of Peace 
and War? 


The Councils of Princes are uſually go- 
verned, either by the Princes themſelves, or by 
a few individuals of their own appointment, 
who, being in moſt countries free from human 
animadverſion and the fear of puniſhment, 
too frequently ſuppoſe themſelves ſuperior to 
all control. Men of this ſtamp, if they do 
not look upon religion as a human contriv- 
ance, invented by ſtateſmen to keep the igno- 
rant in awe, are apt to conſider its influence 
as limited by the concerns of private life. 
The proſperity of a State, or, which with 


them is the ſame thing, tlie gratification of 


their Ambition, or any other paſſion, they 
think may be proſecuted by all poſſible means; 


in public tranſactions they acknowledge no 


juſtice, but what ſprings from utility, and is 
regulated thereby; the ſanctity of treaties is 
deſpiſed ; guaranties are broken as ſoon as 
made ; and they conſider him as a ſorry poli- 
tician indeed, who expects that any nation 
will adhere to its engagements longer than 
whilſt it is their intereſt not to break them, 
There can be no doubt that individuals, pro- 
feſſing principles ſuch as theſe are not Chri- 
ſtians. They may be potent Princes, experi- 
enced Stateſmen, able Generals; but they are 
e not 
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not Chriſtians. Chriſtianity in its regards, 
ſteps beyond the narrow bounds of national 
advantage in queſt of univerſal good; it does 
not encourage particular patriotiſm in oppo- 
ſition to general benignity ; or prompt us to 
love our country at the expence of our inte- 
grity; or allow us to indulge our paſſions to 
the detriment of thouſands. It looks upon 
all the human race as children of the ſame 
father, and wiſhes them equal bleſſings: in 
ordering us to do good, to love as brethren, 
to forgive injuries, and to ſtudy peace; it 
quite annihilates the diſpoſition for martial 
glory, and utterly debaſes the pomp of war. 


It is not here inſinuated, that a nation of 
Chriſtians 1s bound to give way to the depre- 
dations of an unjuſt Invader ; that would not 
be doing good but harm, it would be encou- 
raging the wicked to oppreſs the innocent. 
But, though the right of juſt defence be cer- 
tainly allowed us upon the principles of Chri- 
ſtianity, yet woe be to that man who puts us 
to the neceſſity of uſing it! who from motives 
of pride, ambition, intereſt, or reſentment 
commences or carries on an unjuſt war! He 
may chance to meet with the favour of his 
Prince, be extolled by his fellow citizens, ad- 
mired by ſurrounding nations, yet muſt he 
anſwer for his conduct at a Tribunal, where 
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Princes cannot protect him, nor the praiſes 
of the people follow him, nor reaſons and 
neceſſities of ſtate, much leſs prejudices and 
paſſions, be urged in his defence ; diveſted of 
the pride of office and the inſolence of power, 
he muſt there ſtand a deſolate unprotected in- 
dividual, the tears of the Widow and the Or- 
phan will be produced againſt him, the blood 
of thouſands will cry aloud for vengeance. A 
future judgment 1s a dreadful thing to us all, 
the expectation of it alarms the beſt and ap- 
pals the ſtouteſt, and had the foreſight of it a 
proper influence on the minds of the great 
Ones of the earth, they would not, without 
extreme reluctance and the moſt abſolute ne- 
ceſſity, let looſe the ſavageneſs of war, which 
preys alike on the lives and properties of the 
innocent as well as the guilty. 


But that I may not appear to deal in gene- 
ral cenſure, for which there is no ground, or 
to have any pleaſure in repreſenting the Coun- 
cils of Princes, as generally greater ſtrangers to 
Chriſtian morality than they really are; ſuffer 
me, from a ſad catalogue which preſents itſelf, 
to ſelect a few recent inſtances, in which the 
obligations of Religion, ſeem to have been 
{ſwallowed up in the gulf of political or com- 
_ mercial intereſt, 
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Was it the Spirit of Chriſtianity which in- 
ſtigated an ambitious Sovereign to arm him 
ſelf againſt the liberties of Corſica, and not 
to ſcruple accompliſhing his deſign, by little 
leſs than the extirpation of its inhabitants ?— 
Brave and unfortunate Iſlanders! ye ſtemmed 
for a time the torrent of Tyranny, in hopes 
that ſome of the States of Europe would have 
enabled you to repel it with ſucceſs; ye ſhed 
with ardour your beſt blood at the ſhrine of 
freedom, overpowered at length, deſponding 
and deſerving of a better fate, ye fell; — 


lamented by every friend of humanity, aſſiſted 
by none. 


Was it the Spirit of Chriſtianity which 
combined, in an unnatural union, three of 
the moſt powerful Sovereigns in Europe, and 
induced them to plan and effectuate the diſ- 
memberment of Poland? May the Partition of 
that country be a leſſon of warning to our 
own! May no domeſtic diſſenſion pave the 
way for foreign invaſion! Corſica as well as 
Poland ought to inſtruct us to rely, under the 
providence of God, upon our own Strength, 
rather than upon any ideal ſupport to be de- 
rived from the attention of other States to the 
balance of Power in Europe. We ourſelves 
paid no attention to it, we either had not a 
diſpoſition or were not in a condition ; were' 
a by 
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by ſome means or other prevented from ſtand- 
ing forth the Protectors of thoſe two devoted 
countries. Other nations may be in a like 
ſituation with reſpect to us, and a few arbi- 
trary Princes of the continent, (who look upon 
their People as brutal property, their King- 
doms as private eſtates, their Miniſters as ſtew- 
ards, and ſtanding Armies as collectors of their 


_ rents,) may conſpire together to annihilate the 


little remaining liberty of Europe, and yet 
preſerve a balance of deſpotiſm amongſt them- 
ſelves. 


Was it the Spirit of Chriſtianity which ac- 


tuated the Councils of the Houſe of Bourbon, 


when, upon the moſt frivolous pretences that 
ever diſgraced the ingenuity of Stateſmen, ſhe 
broke the bonds of peace, tarniſhed with an 
indelible ſtain of conſcious and determined 
perfidy the annals of her future ſtory, and 

brought on us, a main part of the Calamity 
which we this day deprecate? — Let her be- 
ware — the Lion of England 1s not yet rouſ- 
ed, — ſhe thinks we are divided, it may be ſo; 


but we are not divided in our diſpoſition to 


puniſh her. 


Was it the Spirit of Chriſtianity which has 
prompted not African but European Princes 
to traffick in blood, to make a profit of the 

butchery 
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butchery of their people? Gracious God! 
whenice is it that Man, the nobleſt of thy 
terreſtriaFworks, eam ſo far forget the dignity 


of his nature, become ſo deaf to every call of 


humanity, as to murder thoſe Who never in- 
jured him or his country, never gave him or 
his country occaſion of offence? It is to no 
purpoſe that you tell us, the Petty States of 
Germany have a right, by the conſtitution of 
the Empire, to make alliances with whom 
they pleaſe — We grant it. It is to no pur- 
poſe that you urge the law of Nature, as au- 
thorizing every individual to affiſt thoſe whom 
he ſees oppreſſed by an unjuſt force — Be it 
ſo. But, fay, do you really think, that thoſe 
who are concerned in this abominable com- 
merce of which we are ſpeaking, do conſci- 
entiouſly weigh all the arguments which can 
be produced, by the different contending par- 
ties, in ſupport of their reſpective claims? Do 
you really think, that in conſequence of ſuch 


a minute, mature, and enlightened examina- 


tion, they are always determined to take their 


part in ſupport of general juſtice, in vindicati- 


on of the law of nature? If they do this, ſome- 


thing may be ſaid in their excuſe, they will 


not be liable to that imputation, which even 


heathen morality affixed to this deteſted traf- 


. 
— Thi fas, ubi plurima merces. 
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I hope it will not be thought indecorous to 
have ſpoken thus freely concerning ſuch prac- 
tices of Sovereign Princes, as appear to be 
wholly repugnant to that Goſpel, by which, 
and by which alone both they and we muſt 
look for ſalvation and eternal life. The hour 
may be at hand to ſome of us, cannot be far 
off from any, when this tremendous truth 
will be better underſtood. In the mean time 
it is our eſpecial duty, as, Miniſters of the 
Goſpel, to repreſent the rights of humanity as 
of more value than the arts of ſovereignty, the 
laws of Chriſtianity as far more ſacred than 
the cuſtoms of civil ſociety. We pray to God, 
that there may be no occaſion any where for 
this freedom in future, that the Spirit of his 
Goſpel may become the rule of life to Chri- 
ſtian Governors, then will not men learn war 
any more, Chriſtendom will be at peace, hey 
will not hurt nor deſtroy in all the holy mountain. 


But jt is not only in the manner, in which 
the Governors of Independent States conduct 
themſelves towards eachother, that we deplore 
the defect of Chriſtian-principle ; it is equally 
wanted in the conduct of individuals towards 
the Governors themſelves. There is ſcarcely a 
court or council in Europe, in which private 
intereſt has not made ſhipwreck of men's con- 
ſciences. This is a ſore evil every where, be- 
| yond 
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yond the Example of former times, it is ſaid 
to be a national evil amongſt ourſelves; and 
on a day ſuch as this, when we confeſs a na- 
tion's Sins, want of political principle ſhould 
not be overlooked. I mean not to offend any 
party, but, if truth can be offenſive, I fear 
not, in ſpeaking truth, to offend them all. — 
He who from apprehenſion or expectation, 
from gratitude or reſentment, from any other 
worldly motive, ſpeaks or acts contrary to his 
decided judgment, in ſupporting or oppoſing 
any particular Syſtem of Politics, is guilty of 
a great Sin, the ſad conſequences of which no 
worldly intereſt can compenſate. It 1s a max- 
im of the law of nature, as well as of reve- 
lation, that an action ought to be forborn, 
concerning the moral rectitude of which we 
entertain even a doubt; — he that doubteth is 
damned if he eat, ſaid the Apoſtle to thoſe, who 
heſitated concerning the lawfulneſs of eating 
particular meats: what would he have ſaid 

to thoſe who in matters of the laſt impor- 
_ tance, act in oppoſition not to a doubtful but 
a decided conſcience? Chriſtian Charity teaches 
us to hope that there are no ſuch men; but if 
ſuch a one ſhould, perchance, be found, let 
him not ſing a requiem to his conſcience, by 
looking upon this as narrow-minded, ill- 
founded, bookiſh, monkiſh, cloiſtered Morali- 
ty, — it is no ſuch thing; it is common Hone- 
TE YM ty 
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ſty and Chriſtianity, Probity is an uniform 
principle, it cannot be put on in our private 
cloſet and put off in the Council Chamber or 
the Senate; and it is no inconſiderable part of 
probity to ſpeak as occaſion offers with bold- 
neſs, and to act with firmneſs, according to 
the dictates of conſcience. Did all men do 
this, which it is unqueſtionably each man's 
eſpecial duty to do, and which but for ſome 
dirty proſpect of intereft every man would do, 
the world would be much better than it is. 
He who acts contrary to conviction as a 
public man, let him boaſt what he will of his 
integrity as a private man, ſtill he is not 


the honeſt man he ought to be; — if he 


doubts the aſſertion, let him lay his hand up- 
on his heart, it will throb with conſcious 
ſhame, and tell him it is true. 


This you will think 1s plain ſpeaking ; the 
place from which it is ſpoken requires plain 
ſpeaking at all times; on a day eſpecially of 


ſolemn humiliation for our fins, you would 


not expect to hear any lax, faſhionable, tem- 


porizing principles of Morality from the Pul- 


pit. Alas! let us ſpeak as plainly as we can, 
we have no great expectation of being regard- 
ed; it is the laſt ſtage of political profligacy 
when men condemn in private, condemn m 
unequivocal terms and without a bluſh, the 
| FD ans very 
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very principles which they ſupport in public. 
The God of this world, has got as much poſ- 
ſeſſion of our hearts, as if we were to live in 
it for ever; as if a fever could not burn us, or 
an eaſt wind blight us, or a palſy ſhake us, or 
the ſtone torment us, or an accident deſtroy us, 
or the courſe of nature itſelf put an end to our 
ſchemes of intereſt or ambition. Selfiſhneſs 
has baniſhed honeſty; and Chriſtianity, be- 
cauſe it will not truckle to our paſſions or our 
intereſts, has loſt all its hold on our conſci- 
ences. Or if men ſtill retain a few childiſh, 
nurſery ideas of their religion, the licentious 
commerce of an abandoned age. makes them 
aſhamed to own them: they may chance to be 
their companions, and we hope their com- 
forters in a day of ſickneſs, but they are ſel- 
dom admitted as counſellors in the important 
ſcenes of public life. 


Want of principle in our political conduct, 
when it becomes general, ſeldom fails to bring 
with it the ruin of a nation's freedom. Want 
of candour in our judgment of political par- 
ties, is attended with circumſtances equally 
dangerous to a nation's ſafety; as it foments 
diviſions, deters honeſt men from taking a 
part in public concerns, and confounds the 
diſtinction between true and falſe patriotiſm. 
There is no need why we ſhould introduce 
Peer 


prejudice and ill temper into our political diſ- 
putes, and thereby augment the natural diffi- 
culties attending their diſcuſſion; ſince the 
very principles on which they are founded, are 
often ſo involved and queſtionable, that men 
of equal ability, integrity, and moderation, 
may for ever diſagree in their ſentiments con- 
cerning them. I will illuſtrate my meaning 
by an Inſtance.— What is the limit where the 
ſupport of Government ſhould end, and reſiſt- 
ance to it ſhould begin? —- It is in this queſ- 
tion taken for granted, that Governmentought 
to be ſupported; no perſon who knows what 
the terms mean will deny it. It 1s taken alfo 
for granted, that Government may be rightly 
reſiſted; no friend to the Revolution, or to 
the title by which the houſe of Hanover fits 
on the Throne of theſe Kingdoms will deny it. 
I hope the King has not a ſubject in his domi- 
nions, who wiſhes to deny it. But though 
men agree in the previous principles relative 
to the duty of ſupporting a good, and the 
right of reſiſting a bad Government; yet, 
ſuppoſing all intereſt and prejudice out of the 
queſtion, and nothing but honeſty and 1m- 
partiality employed in diſcuſſing it, where ſhall 
we find the rule by which all men will agree 
to meaſure the merit of any particular Go- 
vernment? unleſs you could give all men the 
ſame conſtitutions of body and mind, the ſame 

edu- 
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educations, tempers, and talents, you will in 
vain expect any general agreement on the 
ſubject. Since then this diverſity of Judg- 
mentis a circumſtance, in the nature of things, 
unavoidable, it ſeems to be repugnant alike to 
Chriſtianity and common ſenſe, to load every 
man with” obloquy. and invective who is for 
commencing reſiſtance to Government, a lit- 
tle ſooner; or a little later than we think rea- 
ſonable. 

Some men may be of opinion that reſiſtance 
though' often lawful is never expedient, that 
the evils attending an arbitrary Government 
are leſs 'than thoſe which may probably at- 
tend the prevention of its eſtabliſhment. 
Others may be perſuaded, that deſpotiſm is 
the greateſt poſſible evil which can befal any 
civil Acer , and that every tendency towards 
it, is to be ſedulouſly watched, and ſtrenuouſſy 
oppoſed. God, who knows how to meaſure 
the extent of the relations in which Individuals 
ſtand to each other and to him, and to eſtimate 
the ſtrength of the intellectual faculties, and the 
force of the natural propenſities of each indi- 
_ vidual, is the only judge, how far any one of 
either fide is in a wilful, criminal error. But 
it is unqueſtionably the duty, and the intereſt 
of both fides, inftead of polluting their princi- 
ples and provoking their Opponents by calum- 
nies 
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nies and reproaches, inſtead of fancying that 

their tenets alone are accompanied with moral 
rectitude, wiſdom, and magnanimity, to diſtruſt 
their own opinions, to be ready to hear thoſe 
of others with good temper and a liberal diſ- 
poſition, to abate a little of their firmneſs, to 
make mutual conceſſions, and thereby to en- 
deavour to preſerve unviolated the peace of 


civil Society, the bond of Chriſtian Charity | 
unbroken. 


We believe and hope there are few who 
wiſh to ſee Government ſupported. till the 
King of England becomes as abſolute as the 
Princes of the Continent, the Britiſh Parlia- 
ment as venal and obſequious as the Senate of 
Rome in the decline of the Empire. — We 
believe and hope there are few who wiſh to 
ſee Government oppoſed, in order that the 
Conſtitution may be changed from a Mo- 
narchical to a Republican form, or the Crown 
transferred from the brow of his Majeſty and 
the Houſe of Hanover to any other Perſon or 
Family. — But we truſt and hope there are 
many, who with a perfect veneration for the 
Perſon of the King, the dignity of his Govern- 
ment, the legal rights and all the conſtitutional 
power of the crown, wiſh to ſee its overgrown. 
influence reduced by lawful and quiet means to 


its ancient ſize, and the ſeveral powers of the 
Gifs 
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ferent branches of the Legiſlature reſtored to 
their ſalutary poize and conſtitutional equi- 
librium. By whatever opprobrious appellati- 
ons, men of this ſentiment may be ſtigmatiz- 
ed bythe ſpirit of Party, let them be contemp- 
tuouſly or injuriouſly called Patriots, Repub- 
licans, or Traitors, ſtill will they be conſidered 
by every impartial and diſintereſted perſon as 
honeſt men, as ſincere lovers of their country, 
as the King's beſt friends. — As the King's 
beſt friends, becauſe upon any emergency 
foreign or domeſtic, Heaven avert the occa- 
ſions of them both! the Throne will find its 
firmeſt ſupport, not from thoſe who are de- 
ſirous of extending its influence beyond the 
boundary marked out by the blood of our 
Anceſtors, but from thoſe who deteſting alike 
deſpotiſm and republicaniſm, are zealons to 
eſtabliſh its power, its ſplendor, and its per- 
manence, on the affectionate Loyalty of a free 
people, on the virtuous voice of an indepen- 
dent Parliament. 


I: am far n g that this influence of 
the Crown, has been induſtriouſly augmented 
with a view to undermine the fabric of civil! 
liberty; it appears rather to have inſenſibly 
riſen to its preſent pitch from the increaſe of 
Empire and Commerce, from the augmenta- 
tion of our Armies, Navies, Debts, and Reve- 

B 2 nues; 
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nues; but refer its origin to what cauſe you 
pleaſe, its exiſtence we apprehend is certain, 
and its tendency obvious. In the hands of 
his preſent Majeſty it may be a bleſſing to his 
people, but who can tell whether all ſucceed- 
ing Monarchs will have the ſame diſpoſition 
to do good? and we conceive it to be abhor- 
rent from the ſpirit of the conſtitution of 
England, that the freedom of the people ſhould 
depend upon the accidental good diſpoſition 
of the Prince. It is our Duty by ſocial com- 
pact to be loyal, it is our Right by nature to be 
free. When the ſervility of the Roman Senate 
had given up to Auguſtus the liberties of the 
State, the people enjoyed under him a mild 
and moderate Government, but did they do 
the ſame under Tiberius, Caligula, Nero, 
Domitian and many other weak or wicked 
Princes who ſuccecded him. They therefore 
are to be held the true lovers of their Country 
who are unwilling to veſt in the Crown, dur- 
ing the reign of even a good King, a power 
which may in future be uſed to rum the nati- 
on's freedom, by corrupting its Conſtitutional 
ſupporters. Let it be remembered “ That 
Rome was once free; that France heretofore 
had the three eſtates, which were the Guard1- 
ans of its liberty; That Spain had formerly 
many rights and privileges, of which nothing 
now but the ſhadow remains; That Denmark 

| : and 
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and Sweden had once Conſtitutions, ſome- 
thing like that of England ; and that all theſe 


countries have been inſlaved by their own 
corruption *. 


It is the infelicity of Party to tranſgreſs the 
"bounds of Chriſtian Charity, decency, and 
good ſenſe; to aſcribe to their opponents, 
principles which they never maintained, con- 
ſequences which will never follow, and mo- 
tives for action which were never thought of; 
to attempt poiſoning the ears of Royalty, by 
repreſenting the diſintereſted oppoſers of an 
unconſtitutional influence, as ſecret enemies 
to a juſt and conſtitutional prerogative, as 
aiming to bind their King in Chains, in order 
to exhibit Majeſty, as nothing better than the 
inſtrument of an Ariſtocratic Tyranny ; to 
attempt poiſoning the ears of the people, by 
_ repreſenting thoſe who are adverſe to mea- 
ſures, which probably in all good conſcience 
they cannot but think inexpedient or unjuſt, 
as greedy expectants of lucrative places, as 
factious citizens and ſuſpicious ſubjects, as 
giving riſe to diſſenſion and vigour to reſiſt- 
ance. Truth however is of no Party, and 
ſurely there is truth in ſaying, that the Em- 
pire is brought into a calamitous ſituation, 
that ſhe now ſtands tottering on the very verge 
. — = 
* Davenant's Eſſay on Trade 1699. p. 265. 
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of ruin, affrighted, and amazed ; ſhe ſtretches 
out her hands to the nations around her for 
ſupport, and they have hitherto made a mock 
at her diſtreſs; ſhe calls out for help on thoſe 
whom ſhe formerly ſaved from deſtruction, 
and they have hitherto refuſed to hear her; 


her Children unhappily, probably, for them- 


ſelves as well as her have forſaken her; her 
patient Siſter has at length lift up her heel 
againſt her. Unhappy Britain, how art thou 
fallen ! from being the Queen of Ifles, thou 
art become the deriſion of Nations, and thoſe 
who envied thy former proſperity behold with 
malignant pleaſure thy humbled ſtate, exult- 
ing in their hearts they ſay, as Tyre ſaid of 
Jeruſalem, Aha! ſhe is broken, we ſhall be re- 
pleniſhed, now ſhe is laid waſte. 


According to our different tempers, under- 
ſtandings, and views of things, we may be 
diſpoſed to derive theſe misfortunes from dif- 
ferent ſources; but the Speaker, however 
warmly he may expreſs himſelf on this, or any 
other public occaſion, in ſupport of the great 
unalienable rights of human nature and of the 
genuine conſtitution of his country, holds it 
beneath the dignity of this place, and ſubver- 


ſive of the end of this meeting to enter into 


the Labyrinth of politics, by pointed crimina- 


tion, or particular. animadverſion. He may 


. per- 
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perhaps be allowed to hazard one conjecture 
on the ſubject, eſpecially as it can have no 
more reſpect to the preſent Adminiſtration, 
than to all thoſe which have for a long ſeries 
of years preceded it. — Has not the Policy of 
Great Britain, in cramping the manufactures 
and circumſcribing the commerce of the de- 
tached parts of the Empire, in order to ag- 
grandize and enrich the inhabitants of this 
Iſland, been founded upon a partial and illi- 
| beral principle? — You may force large bodies 
of Men, to continue members of your civil 
community, by the fear of the Miſchief which 
you may do them, if they ſhould attempt to 
quit your connexion; but this is an impolitic 
and an unchriſtian Yoke of civil union, im- 
poſed by Tyrants and ſubmitted to by none 
but Slaves: or you may induce them to it by 
the ſuperior equity and wiſdom of your ſcheme 
of civil Government, by making it their in- 
tereſt to be united to you, rather than to any 
other community. An union which has fear 
for its baſis, muſt ever be ſubverted as ſoon as 
the occaſion of fear can be removed; and the 
ſooner it is removed, the more are the in- 
. tereſts, not perhaps of particular kingdoms, 
but of Mankind in general promoted thereby ; 
for fear on one fide is generally accompanied 
with oppreſſion on the other. But an union 
which is cemented by intereſt, by a participa- 

tion 


„ 
tion of equal laws, rights, and immunities, 
may become perpetual: it will not, at leaſt, 
be broken in the day of trial. And it does 
not ſeem to be a matter of much concern to 
the ſtate, whether the public coffers are ſup- 
plied from the purſes, and the general ſafety 
protected by the perſons, of individuals ſitu- 
ated in Great Britain, Ireland, or America x. 


Ireland has had her requeſt, ſhall I call it? 
or demand, granted. — call it what you will, 
ſhe has had nothing but juſtice done her: we 
wiſh her all poſſible proſperity, and in her fu- 
ture ſtrength foreſee our ſecurity. 


Bleſſing 


*I make the whole of this obſervation with diffidence, 
J either do not ſee the ſubject in its full extent, or a de- 
ſervedly admired writer of the laſt century, has had his 
judgment warped by a partial, I had almoſt faid a pardon- 
able attention, to the peculiar intereſts of Great Britain. 
Speaking of Ireland he lays, ©* Suppole a Prince bent to 
hurt England, ſhould give his aſſent to a law there, that 
the Iriſh may tranſport all their wool (woolen Goods) to 
foreign countries; would not this, as they ſay, cut the Turf 
from under our Feet, and at one blow, in a manner, ruin 
all our woollen ManufaCcturies.” * We have lately ſeen 
this liberty granted to Ireland, by a Britiſh Legiflature not 
bent to hurt England, but to do equal juſtice to both coun- 
tries; and we hope that the conſequences foreſeen by this 
writer, ſuch as the fall of rents, the ſinking of the value of 
Land, the increaſe of the Poor, and the diminution of our 
foreign trade; (p. 123.) will not follow; or, if they thould, 
that the ſtrength and telicity of the Empire at large will not 
be injured thereby. wg 5 


* Davenart on Trade, p. 118. 
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-- Bleſſing from God, and Honour from th. 
King, fall upon the head of that Man, ot 
whatever party, of whatever country he may 
be, Briton or American, who can yet deviſe the 
honourable means of bringing back to their 
allegiance three Millions of our Trans-atlantic 
Brethren: not of dragging them in chains to 
the foot of the Throne, that 1s the language 
of tyranny and paſſion, it was the language of 
the day of our inſolence, and ought not to 
have been the language of any day; but of 
binding them to it in cords of love: not of 
bringing them back upon the impolitic prin- 
ciple of unconditional ſubmiſſion, that is treat- 
ing the defection of half a mighty Empire, 
like the inſurrection of a paltry diſtrict; but 
of reuniting them to this Kingdom, upon the 
broad baſis of ſincere good-will, commercial 
intereſt, and conſtitutional freedom. It is to 
no purpoſe, or a bad one, to inflate the pride, 
and exaſperate the reſentment, of either ſide, 
by an irritating retroſpect of the cauſes which 
produced this breach; it is enough for us to 
know that the breach 1s made, that our ene- 
mies have widened it, that mutual modera- 
tion muſt cloſe it, or that both ſides will be 
{wallowed up in it. 


Lord Gop omnipotent, Ruler of Nations, 
hear us! Perſuaded that thou Art, in utter 
: ſelf- 
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ſelf-annihilation we adore thy inſcrutable na- 
ture, Perſuaded that thou art the moral Go- 
vernor, as well as the Creator of the Univerſe, 
in ſtedfaſt faith we addreſs our prayer.— Thy 
wiſdom, © Lord, 1s not limited by time; it 
pervades eternity. Thy Goodneſs is not cir- 
cumſcribed by place; it comprehends the Uni- 
verſe. If for the advancement of thy Glory; 
the propagatiqn of thy Son's Goſpel ; the pro- 
motion of the general good of Mankind ; thou 
haſt decreed that this Nation 1s to be hum- 
bled, this Empire divided, this War protract- 
ed, in dutiful acquieſcence we kiſs the rod of 
thy Chaſtiſement, knowing all thy diſpenſa- 
tions to be wiſe and good. — Thy judgments, 
O Lord, are true and righteous ; intereſt can- 
not ſway them; paſſion cannot pervert them; 
nor 1gnorance miſlead them: If in thy judg- 


ment, we are engaged with our Brethren in 


an unrighteous cauſe, we ſhould think it an 


Impious mockery of thy Majeſty to ſupplicate 


protection ; we aſk inſtruction ; beſeeching 
thee to illumine the underſtandings of our 
Rulers, with the knowledge of what 1s right, 
and to influence their hearts that knowing 
they may do it. — But, if our cauſe be juſt in 
thy ſight with all our Enemies, and it be for 


our iniquities that thou haſt brought theſe 


evils upon us, in thy wrath we pray thee to 


remember mercy; Nineveh repented, and 


Was 


E 
was forgiven, we repent and implore pardon. 
Thou haſt broken the pride of our power; we 
accept the puniſhment of our iniquity: Thou 
haſt humbled our uncircumciſed hearts, we 
return in faſting and prayer to thee, the God 
of our ſtrength, hear us, O Lord, om Hea- 
ven thy dwelling place, naintain our cauſe, hear 
and forgive thy PEOPLE! 
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